Among the minor characteristics of genuine cholera, I know no one more striking or more uniformly present than the appearance of the eye and orbit above alluded to. It is palpable to touch as well as sight; the finger can be passed round the eyeball in a deep groove, especially at the under margin of the orbit; the areola is usually well marked, and altogether the appearance of this organ in cholera is quite different from the sunk and hollow eye of long-continued and wasting illness. The difference is due to the rapidity with which the alteration takes place in cholera. Rapidly, however, as it is induced, it is slow in wearing off, and I have repeatedly, in examining patients progressing to convalescence, who had not been under my immediate care, ventured, by attention to this point, to give an opinion as to whether the case had been one of severe diarrhoea or of developed cholera, and I scarcely recollect of having been mistaken in the inference in any case.
The distinction between cholera and collapse is not so easily drawn as that between diarrhoea and cholera; and yet, considering the great difference in the rate of mortality, and in the efficacy of treatment in the two stages, it is desirable to fix some criterion which may indicate the line of demarcation. 
